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The main aims of the project were: - 

· To develop, support and build the fledgling 'Grow Your Own' club based at The Gateway Community Skills and Training Centre in Rushenden by partnering with other organisations to build their knowledge, capacity and skills in the production of food and ornamental plants, shrubs and trees and to ensure their continuing sustainability; 

· For partner organisations to provide help, and work with the club on undertaking environmental improvement works on small public and open space in Queenborough, Rushenden and Sheerness; 

· To transfer knowledge and skills of Sheppey College and University of Greenwich staff to club members and out into the community; 

· To transfer the skills, knowledge and expertise of the Community Officer on engagement techniques and running meetings and other activities to club members; 

· To help improve social cohesion, physical and mental wellbeing through the activities of the club in the target communities. 

The project participants received training on how to set up a social enterprise and there were a number of workshops given by university staff. A new social enterprise was established. This involved the ‘Grow Your Own’ club and thus increased the capacity of the local centre as a retail venture.
